Early Learning Opportunities

EYFS: 1.1-1.17, 2.1-2.6, 3.1, 3.20,
3.27,3.59, 3.68, 3.80

We promote the learning and development of all children in our care. We recognise that
each child is an individual and our high qualified staff consider their needs, interests and
development to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience across the seven areas of
learning and development. Our staff guide and plan what children learn reflecting on the
different rates at which they develop and adjust practice appropriately. Our aim is to
support all children attending the nursery to attain their maximum potential within their
individual capabilities.

We provide a positive inclusive play environment for every child, so they develop good
social skills and an appreciation of all aspects of this country's multi-cultural society. We
plan learning experiences to ensure, as far as practical, there is equality of opportunity for
all children and a celebration of diversity.

We maintain a personalised record of every child's development, showing their abilities,
progress, interests and any areas requiring further support.

For children whose home language is not English, we will take reasonable steps to:
® Provide opportunities for children to develop and use their home language in play
and learning and support their language development at home; and
e Ensure that children have sufficient opportunities to learn and reach a good standard
in English language during the EYFS, ensuring that children are ready to benefit from
the opportunities available to them when they begin year one.

We ensure that the educational programmes are well planned and resourced to have depth
and breadth across the seven areas of learning. They provide interesting and challenging
experiences that meet the needs of all children. Planning is based on a secure knowledge
and understanding of how to promote the learning and development of young children and
what they can achieve.

We implement the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) set by the Department for Education
that sets standards to ensure all children learn and develop well. We support and enhance
children’s learning and development holistically through play-based activities. We review all
aspects of learning and development and ensure a flexible approach is maintained, which
responds quickly to children’s learning and developmental needs. We develop tailor-made
activities based on observations, which inform future planning and draw on children’s needs
and interests. This is promoted through adult-led and child-initiated opportunities both
indoors and outdoors.

Assessment is an integral part of our practice, we carry out ongoing assessment (formative)
through daily observations and ensure that this does not take us away from interacting with
the children.



Summative assessment is carried out at set points of the year including:

® assessment on entry (starting point), including parental contributions. Progress
check at age two (where applicable)

e the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (where applicable) or any other summative
assessment e.g. when children transition to new rooms or leave for school

We acknowledge parents as primary educators and encourage parental involvement as
outlined in our Parents and Carers as Partners policy. We build strong home links in order to
enhance and extend children’s learning both within the nursery environment and in the
child’s home and have regular meetings with parents to keep them up to date with their
child’s progress.

We share information about the EYFS curriculum with parents and signpost them to further
support via the following website:
www.foundationyears.org.uk/

We recognise the importance of daily outdoor play and the physical development and are
committed to ensure all children have daily access regardless of their age and stage of
development. Where possible this includes the children having free access to the outdoors
allowing them the freedom to play indoors or out. We provide an inclusive outdoor play
environment with areas for non-mobile children to freely explore. We make reasonable
adjustments where required, in line with the Equality Act 2010. We go out to play with all
children in all weathers (unless it is deemed unsafe).

We understand the vital role that learning outdoors has on children’s learning and
development as well as the importance of regular access to outdoor play in order to keep fit
and healthy, develop children’s large and fine motor skills, experience learning in a natural
environment and access sunlight in order to absorb vitamin D more effectively. We also
refer to The Chief Medical Office guidance on physical activity. !

The outdoor areas, both within the nursery grounds and in the local community have a
wealth of experiences and resources, which help children to learn and develop in a variety
of ways, including independence, exploration and investigative skills, risk taking and self-
esteem, all of which support children to develop skills now and for the future.

We take reasonable steps to ensure the safety of children through risk assessments whilst
balancing the benefits to learning through providing an element of ‘risky play’. This type of
play allows children to explore and find their own boundaries in a safe environment with
supportive practitioners. Staff are informed of the importance of safety procedures and are
trained appropriately to ensure these procedures are followed effectively.

We ensure outdoor play is adequately supervised and we have robust safety checks in place,
including regular head counts.

1 www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-physical-activity-quidelines
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We inform parents in advance of outings that the children are planning to undertake. This
includes short outings into the local community. There is more information in the outings

policy.

We plan all outdoor play opportunities and outings to complement the early years
curriculum, this includes providing children with purposeful activities and quality resources
that support and follow their individual interests and the seven areas of learning and
development. We plan both adult-led and child-initiated opportunities to enable children to
learn and practice new skills, knowledge and behaviours. Where possible and in line with
the children’s needs we will also often have snacks and meals outdoors and some children
will sleep outdoors (see sleep policy).

Where activities take place away from the setting (e.g. in the local wood) then a nursery
mobile phone and first aid kit will be taken to ensure the safety of children at all times. A
trained paediatric first aider will be present when away from the main setting.

Parents and Carers as Partners

We believe that parents and staff need to work together in a close partnership in order for
children to receive the quality of care and early learning to meet their individual needs. We
welcome all parents as partners and support a two-way sharing of information that helps
establish trust and understanding. We are committed to supporting parents in an open and
sensitive manner and include them as an integral part of the care and early learning team
within the nursery. Working together ensures we can meet the individual needs of the
family and child and provide the highest quality of care and education.

The key person system supports engagement with all parents and we use strategies to
ensure that all parents can contribute to their child’s learning and development. We ask
parents to contribute to initial assessments of children’s starting points on entry and they
are kept well informed about their children’s progress. We encourage parents to support
and share information about their children’s learning and development at home and the key
person seeks to engage them in guiding their child’s development at home too. The key
person system ensures all practitioners use effective, targeted strategies and interventions
to support learning that match most children’s individual needs.

Our policy is to:

® Encourage parents to join the nursery’s closed facebook group for parents and staff
to share and collaborate in a safe space.

® Recognise and support parents as their child’s first and most important educators
and to welcome them into the life of the nursery

® Generate confidence and encourage parents to trust their own instincts and
judgement regarding their own child

e Welcome all parents into the nursery at any time and provide an area where parents
can speak confidentially with us as required

o Welcome nursing mothers. The nursery will make available a private area whenever
needed to offer space and privacy to nursing mothers



Ensure that all parents are aware of the nursery’s policies and procedures. Our full
policy documents will be available to parents at all times on the nursery website
Maintain regular contact with parents to help us to build a secure and beneficial
working relationship for their children

Support parents in their own continuing education and personal development
including helping them to develop their parenting skills and inform them of relevant
conferences, workshops and training, where required

Create opportunities for parents to talk to other adults in a secure and supportive
environment through such activities as open days, parents’ evenings and a parents’
forum

Inform parents about the range and type of activities and experiences provided for
children, the daily routines of the setting, the types of food and drinks provided for
children and events through regularly distributed newsletters and the nursery’s
facebook pages

Operate a key person system to enable parents to establish a close, working
relationship with a named practitioner and to support two-way information sharing
about each child’s individual needs both in nursery and at home. Parents are given
the name of the key person of their child and their role when the child starts and
updates as they transition through the setting

Inform parents on a regular basis about their child’s progress and involve them in
shared record keeping. Parents’ evenings are held at least twice a year. The nursery
consults with parents about the times of meetings to avoid excluding anyone
Actively encourage parents to contribute to children’s learning through sharing
observations, interests and experiences from home. This may be verbally, sharing
photographs or in written form

Agree the best communication method with parents e.g. email, face-to-face,
telephone and share information about the child’s day, e.g. food eaten, activities,
sleep times etc.

Consider and discuss all suggestions from parents concerning the care and early
learning of their child and nursery operation

Provide opportunities and support for all parents to contribute their own skills,
knowledge and interests to the activities of the nursery including signposting to
relevant services, agencies and training opportunities

Inform all parents of the systems for registering queries, compliments, complaints or
suggestions, and to check that these systems are understood by parents

Make sure all parents have access to our Complaints and compliments policy and
procedure

Share information about the Early Years Foundation Stage, young children's learning
in the nursery, how parents can further support learning at home and where they
can access further information

Provide a written contract between the parent(s) and the nursery regarding
conditions of acceptance and arrangements for payment

Respect the family’s religious and cultural backgrounds and beliefs and
accommodate any special requirements wherever possible and practical to do so
Inform parents how the nursery supports children with special educational needs
and disabilities



e Find out the needs and expectations of parents. We will do this through regular
feedback via questionnaires, suggestion system and encouraging parents to review
working practices. We will evaluate any responses and publish these for parents with
an action plan to inform future, policy and staff development.



